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CEPS Annual Conference 2008: Thinking Ahead to the Next 25 Years

Agenda sessions:
I   Europe’s Role in the World
II  International Challenges
III Researching Europe: Brainstorming CEPS Priorities.
“FeelingEUROPE” (*) delivers public resonance. Often mentioned as an issue is the feeling of declining certainty by the changes. Tendency  of this paper is therefore mainly focussed on certainty-strengthening. 
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I   Europe’s Role in the World
    ”A promoting and safeguarding alliance of nation states and catalyst of unity in diversity, where the world could not 

    round about and that is measured up to developments”.    
    Europe’s strong point is enlargement. It proved to be the single most cost-effective instrument for promoting piece and security. 
    Therefore emerge of a European civil society is needed. 
    Europeans are living in social marketeconomies and secular welfare nation states. Diversity in culture, language and history   

    marks the societies, where humanistic views, pragmatic approach and individualism is strongly present. 
    In the light of our existing dynamic and lively environment, the ambition to improve this environment in and for the future and 
    thinking of globalization and the “BRIC”-countries, citizens of Europe and her institutions must take care and show that there 
    is an identity, a structure and form of life that is sustainable and that keeps remain. Not only in theory, but also in practice. 

    Ongoing tying items together, internal  (for instance by publishing a daily newspaper “EUROPA” for all citizens and in cases 

    perhaps by arranging referenda under auspices of the EU) as well as external, solving issues, being realistic and staying 
    keen (including be prepaired to revert to unpleasant methods) have to become matters of course. 
II  International Challenges
    In this era of globalization, about 1,5 million immigrants a year till 2050 are predicted. High priority how to manage and 
    monitor immigrant-streams is therefore a continious ongoing item. After all, the divers European spiritual and material 
    achievements are too valuable to loose.
    Long term programs to strengthen cohesion and communial sense and taking care that absorption and understanding of each 
    other culture should become general accepted, is needed. International dialogue is of great help to achieve goals. In this 
    connection the need of identity is back in front of the stage. Identity is from deep impact and inextricably bound up with our 
    lives. After all, living without is hardly possible.   
Another main point of attention is how (transition of) Western Balkan countries will further develop.    
III Researching Europe: Brainstorming CEPS Priorities 
     ( In view of the feeling of declining certainty and agenda session II “International Challenges”, identity and predicted 

         immigrant-streams could be mentioned as priorities. Dialogue is a well instrument that can take care of more 
         understanding and absorption of each others culture, through which chances of strengthening cohesion may increase.    
     ( In view of agenda session I “Europe’s Role in the World”,  it is of importance to give innovations (science, technics, ict) an 
         extra impulse. Amoung these and other technologies, nano and artificial fusion (www.iter.org) for our energy leaps to the eyes.
     ( Finally, hardly treated are aspects in the area of nature. 
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(*) FeelingEUROPE  is an exponent from the conferences “Europe, a Beautiful Idea? (5th)” and “The Sound of Europe”. The desk promotes 
     European values and affairs and takes position as nexus between citizens and institutions, all with the intention to enhance prosperity and    

      welfare in Europe.
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